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clarified butter to the sacrificial fire and making gifts to
Brahmans. * As a general rule then, amongst Nagara the bride
is eleven or twelve, and the boy about sixteen or seventeen at
the time of the wedding, but enlightened opinion and the
desire for education is steadily raising the age. Amongst
some of these Brahmans the girl after marriage remains in her
own mother's house till she attains physical puberty, and this
custom is approved by other Brahmans, even when they do
not follow it. Perhaps the line of least resistance for agitators
against the proved evils of child-marriage would be to try and
popularize this practice, which, though it may not go to the
root of the matter, does something to guard for a little girl
her sacred right of an uncurtailed, innocent childhood, and to
protect her and the community against the harm caused by
immature mothers bringing forth sickly infants.1
For a boy studying at the University, whose mincl in those
dawn-golden days ought to be filled with thoughts of books
and examinations, with splendid (if quite impracticable) ideals
about the reform of everything in heaven and earth, and with
athletics and open-air ideas generally, to be burdened with too
early fatherhood is a real catastrophe. Indeed, it is hardly
less pathetic to see a boy robbed for ever of his jolly,
nonsensical, irresponsible youth, than to see a girl deprived of
much of her childhood and of her entire girlhood*
All Brahmans agree that a girl should not marry until she is
six years old, for till then she is under the guardianship of the
gods. For the first two years of her life she is the ward of
Soma. Soma may mean that mysterious plant which bears
leaves only in the bright half of the moon, and whose exhilara-
ting juice only a Brahman can digest. This plant is unidentified
in Kathiawar, but it is believed that some years ago in the
south it was discovered and used in sacrifice. In this case,
however, the guardian Soma seems only to mean the moon,
1 Some Indians, such as Ka4ava KanabTs, actually betroth children
before they are born, but they are not sent to live with their husbands till
they are sixteen, and sometimes twenty, years old.